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Welcome Back! 

After a wonderful summer filled with research, travel, and adventures, we are excited to have the students back 
on campus! As you will see below, this promises to be a very exciting semester with many opportunities for 
students, faculty, and the public to engage with the growing green chemistry community on and off campus. 

Now Accepting Applications for the 2014 SAGE IGERT 
Fellowships 

We are currently seeking graduate students interested in applying interdisciplinary approaches to their 
research related to alternative energy materials. Using a Systems Approach to Green Energy (SAGE), we 
support technology developments in solar energy, biofuel, and energy storage systems as well as innovative 
approaches to the evaluation of technology sustainability using principles of green chemistry and engineering. 
You can learn more and apply at: http://sage-bcgc.berkeley.edu/. Students from all disciplinary backgrounds 
are encouraged to apply. Applications will be due on October 17th 2014. Sign up here to get alerts about 
information sessions and opportunities related to the SAGE IGERT fellowship.   

Updated Green Chemistry Undergraduate 
Experiments 

Berkeley has continued developing new undergraduate curriculum under the leadership of Michelle Douskey. 
In Chem 4A, includes a brand new lab involving the computational and experimental investigation of a series of 
benzyl alcohols, as well as major changes to the absorbance and fluorescence spectroscopy lab and minor 
changes to biofuels and titration labs. In Chem 4B, class labs include a multi-part determination of copper and 
cobalt as well as another on thyme extracts, among others. There are also a few labs involving 
electrochemistry and kinetics that are sometimes used in either 4B or 1B. If you are interested in learning more 
about the new experiments or if you have any questions, contact Michelle Douskey. 

Marty Heads to France to Discuss International 
Differences in Green Chemistry Adoption 

BCGC Executive Director Marty Mulvihill was part of an interdisciplinary panel discussion held on September 
12th in Paris, France. The objective of the seminar was to explore the emergence of the concept 
of green chemistry in France and the world, including characterizing new methodologies, sociopolitical 
awareness, and economic impacts. Read more about it here. 

Identifying State of the Art Screening Techniques to 
Evaluate Chemicals 

Associate Director Meg Schwarzman recently published an article addressing the role of chemical testing 
methods specific to mammary gland development in the prevention of breast cancer. The commentary grew 
out of the work of an interdisciplinary expert panel Dr. Schwarzman convened to investigate chemical testing 

http://sage-bcgc.berkeley.edu/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1jOA0kbIeEhJFvwG4xfU8Yd6OjRjuooEftKbih1DFmZ0/viewform
http://bcgc.berkeley.edu/sites/default/files/Descriptions%20of%20Intro%20Chem%20experiments%202014.pdf
mailto:douskey@berkeley.edu
http://www.chimiesociete.cnrs.fr/chimieverte/web/myapp/accueil


methods relevant to identifying substances that could contribute to the risk of breast cancer. For more details, 
the Open Access article is freely available online in a special issue of the journal Reproductive Toxicology. 

GreenScreen Training 

Catalyzing Change: Northwest Green Chemistry Roundtable 2014 
Panels will discuss the search for solutions to the widespread toxics that pollute Puget Sound; how considering 
material health can spur innovation; partnerships in academic research in the Northwest; and 
developing green chemistry solutions. 
Time: All day, Tuesday, Oct. 28, Greater Tacoma Convention and Trade Center 
Registration: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/northwest-green-chemistry-roundtable-2014-registration-
12581450457?ref=wpevent 

Interdisciplinary Biotechnology Conference 
at Berkeley in November 

UC Berkeley and the University of Copenhagen are co-sponsoring an event in November designed to explore a 
new, multi-leveled approach to speed up knowledge development and fast track the optimal, large-scale, and 
market-relevant production of high value compounds. The cross-disciplinary conference will take place 
in Berkeley from November 10 to 12 — learn more about it here. 

Northwest Green Chemistry Roundtable 

Registration is now open for the upcoming GreenScreen Practitioner Program beginning October 2014. The 
Practitioner Program is Clean Production Action’s advanced, live- or web-based training course in the 
GreenScreen method evaluating chemical hazards. Designed for individuals with a focus on chemicals/product 
safety, environmental health and safety or sustainability and with or without formal training in toxicology, 
successful participants will be licensed to author and submit assessments to CPA for certification. Check out 
the application process here. 

Big Ideas@Berkeley Competition now open 

Since 2006, Big Ideas@Berkeley has provided funding, support, and encouragement to interdisciplinary teams 
of undergraduate and graduate students who have 'Big Ideas.' This year's competition features 10 individual 
categories with up to $300,000 in prize money available to students with innovative ideas to improve society. 
They include Clean & Sustainable Energy Alternatives, Food System Innovations, Global Health, Improving 
Student Life, and Scaling Up Big Ideas among others. To learn more, visit the Big Ideas website or 
email bigideas@berkeley.edu. 

The Finding Big Ideas Essay Contest 

Much like the Big Ideas@Berkeley Competition, the Finding Big Ideas Essay Contest challenges 
UC Berkeley students to write about a “big idea” which they have observed making a significant, positive, social 
impact in a particular community. Prizes include two $500 awards as well as mentorship and help in exploring 
publication opportunities for the essay. For more information or to apply, visit their website here. 

Open Postdoctoral Positions at MIT 
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The Civil and Environmental Engineering Department at MIT is looking for two postdoctoral associates to 
conduct research, create tools, develop educational materials, and participate in implementation projects on life 
cycle assessment (LCA) and life cycle cost analysis (LCCA) on either pavements or buildings. For more 
information or to apply, click the links above to access MIT’s hiring portal. 

UW’s new Continuing Education Certificate Program 

The University of Washington is offering a new Certificate in Green Chemistry and Chemical Stewardship to 
allow everyone from chemists to product managers to engineers to learn how to make informed product 
decisions that take into account sustainability, toxicity and human health concerns. To learn more or to apply 
now, visit their website here. 

Upcoming Conferences and Seminars 

•         American Chemical Society Entrepreneurial Resources Summit — Oct. 13-14 in Washington, DC 

•         Synbio Conference — Nov. 10-12 in Berkeley, CA 

•         BizNGO 9th Annual Meeting – Dec. 8-9, 2014 in San Francisco, CA  
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