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Mike Wilson and Meg Schwarzman both weigh-in on the new CA Safer Consumer 

Product Regulations. 

Associate director Mike Wilson was on the October 2nd edition of Forum, where he and fellow guests Karl 
Palmer from California Department of Toxic Substances Control, and Maureen Gorsen, partner at Alston & Bird 
discussed the new California Safer Consumer Product Regulations. In the half hour discussion the guests and 
speakers highlighted the challenges and opportunities that come with a new approach. In particular how these 
new regulations are a significant departure from the federal regulations under TSCA. This came just a few days 
after Meg Schwarzman was interviewed for story in the San Francisco Chronicle about the new regulations 
would affect the public and consumers. Meg also shared her insight about the selection of chemical which will 
come under scrutiny with folks at 88.9 KPCC Southern California Public Radio. Between Mike and Meg BCGC 
is helping to educate the public about these new regulations from LA to SF and beyond! 

 

SAGE Applications Due October 14th
 

We are currently seeking graduate students interested in applying interdisciplinary approaches to their research 
related to alternative energy materials. Using a Systems Approach to Green Energy (SAGE), we support 
technology developments in solar energy, biofuel, and energy storage systems as well as innovative 
approaches to the evaluation of technology sustainability using principles of green chemistry and engineering. 
You can learn more and apply at: http://sage-bcgc.berkeley.edu/. Students from all disciplinary backgrounds 
are encouraged to apply. Applications will be due on October 14th 2013. Apply here. If you have any questions 
please contact marty@berkeley.edu. 

 

The Human Experiment Premieres at the Mill Valley Film Festival 

Human Experiment Documentary premieres this Sunday October 6th at the Mill Valley Film Festival. The film, 
directed by Dana Nachman and Don Hardy Jr., is executive produced and narrated by Sean Penn. The film, 
which is scheduled to screen at festivals in the fall, follows a band of unlikely activists in order to investigate the 
personal costs associated with the chemicals in common household products. The film also 
highlights green chemistry as a solution path forward for creating safer chemicals and more public awareness. 
The film includes interviews with Meg Schwarzman, Joe Guth, and Marty Mulvihill.  

 

Green Chemistry and BioBased Chemicals are being highlighted at the Western 

Regional ACS Meeting in Santa Clara 

This year’s ACS Western Regional meeting will take place on October 3rd through 6th in Santa Clara, 
California. BCGC Executive Director Marty Mulvihill is organizing a session titled, “Value-added Commodity 
Chemicals from Biofuel Platforms.” The session will take place on Thursday October 3rd. The session will 
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represent both academic and industry perspectives examining the range of challenges from basic research in 
synthetic biology, to the commercialization of value-added biobased chemicals. The diverse perspectives 
shared during this session will help spark conversations that stimulate new thinking in this rapidly-growing field. 

 

Job Opening for a Chemist or Materials Scientist at Calera 

Calera is a clean technology start-up that is focused on CO2 reduction through both conversion to products and 
low energy production of industrial chemicals. Calera’s core technology captures carbon dioxide from industrial 
plants, and converts the CO2 to carbonate cements that have a large range of applications.  As a feedstock to 
this process, Calera is pioneering a new electrochemical platform that produces the alkalinity required for the 
CO2 capture and conversion, but also coproduces a range of industrial chemical products at lower energy 
demand and cost than conventional production methods. Calera has a research facility as well as a pilot plant 
that captures CO2 from the neighboring gas power plant in California. For more information and to apply visit 
their website. http://www.calera.com/site/  

 

Upcoming Events and Conferences 

1. Western Regional ACS Meeting, in Santa Clara on October 3-6, 2013 
2. The Sustainable Nanotechnology Organization (SNO) will hold its 2nd Annual Conference in Santa 

Barbara, CA, on November 3-5, 2013. 
3. International Workshop on Green Initiatives in Energy, Environment & Health in Delhi India on 

December 1-3, 2013. 

Stay in Touch: 

Follow the science on twitter: @MJMulvihill 
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